
Electoral Advocacy  
Meeting Notes: 6 January 2021 

 
Attendees 
Karla Albright 
Stephanie Brown (Thank you for taking notes!!) 
Maureen Cappon-Javey 
Shannon Edwards 
John Elliott 
L.D. Hirschklau 
Sylvie Hurat 
Debbie Lowe 
Leigh-Anne Marcellin 
Kjirste Morrell 
Marsha Palitz-Elliott 
Tom Surrette 
Anjali Vaidya 
Sangeeta Vaidya 
 
NOTE:  Next Electoral Advocacy Zoom Meeting will be held 
Wednesday, February 3, 6:00pm-8:00pm. 
 
Began with an open discussion of the horrifying events of the day – 
an open insurrection on the Capitol – and our thoughts of what 
actions need to be taken. 
 
Questions for Members to Answer 

1. How are we doing now, personally? 
2. What do we see for ourselves in 2021? 

 
Marsha 

- Striving for Balance, Health, Gratitude 
- Will spend two days a week caring for her father 
- Expects to SIP through the summer 
- Glad to be part of a community that respects others and promotes 

equality and civility 
 
 



Leigh-Anne 
- 2020 not good, father died, mother contracted COVID in November. 
- Had a good two week visit when her mom flew to California. 
- In 2021 will be flying more to see her Mom 
- In October made calls for Biden.  Would like to support efforts like 

Stacey Abrams’ Fair Fight. May be an impossible dream, but want to 
help start more groups like that. 

 
Sangeeta 

- Thankful nuclear family is healthy and safe 
- 2020 was hard. Best friend passed away. 
- In 2021 will focus on kindness, empathy 
- Stay away from hate, negativity and divisiveness 
- Neighbors who are so nice, but have different philosophy; want to use 

positive activism that brings back faith in democracy 
 
L.D. 

- There is good every day 
- While L.D. may not attend meetings she would like to do background 

work, data gathering, like the research work she did with John  
- Interested in voter suppression.  It is not that states are red, they are 

suppressed. 
 
Maureen 

- Has been very busy this year with family and work. 
- Resigned as museum director and entering semi-retirement. Still 

feels like she is on the hamster wheel. 
- Lots of ideas/interests for 2021 including: 
- Social justice,  
- Voter suppression,  
- Voter rights,  
- Children’s rights and protections,  
- Ways to help with the vaccine roll-out,  
- Prison reform,  
- Canvassing 
- Also ideas for Self-improvement including art making and field trips, 

writing and storytelling 
- Will support any direction Electoral Advocacy takes 



Debbie 
- For 2021, Debbie thinks we should do some analysis to see what 

approaches we took were most effective, and what were not.  We 
could use Georgia as an example, where efforts taken inside the 
community, on the ground, seemed most effective. e.g., Walk the 
Walk 

- Would like to do fundraising for grassroots groups 
- Debbie noted: Our group has been phenomenal, but not efficient. 

Perhaps Tom can help us be more efficient. 2022 will be a big year. 
- And, Debbie will keep working at her job so she can keep giving 

money to worthy organizations  J 
 
Tom 

- Looking back we have given a lot of time and sacrifice and finances. 
We can be more efficient, but we made a difference. 

- We can be better, faster, more productive 
- For 2021, we should partner with local groups on ground. SDP will be 

doing so and he will also. No state elections except for Virginia, so 
this is a good year to establish partnerships. 

- Auction software: Tom will continue to improve this asset. 
- As for focus issues, Tom is agnostic - in favor of all issues, and willing 

to work on what the group deems most important 
- We should be proud of the work we have accomplished 

 
Shannon 

- Created a Free Food Pantry for her church. Has made friends of the 
folks who use it like Israel, who lives in the middle of a strawberry 
field with 40 people.  A local effort that brings her joy. 

- Learning Spanish 
- Did two days of calls to GA, letting folks know where to vote. A well-

organized effort that made a difference.  
- In 2021, Shannon wants to work smart.  And to work local. 
- Every little bit makes an impact. 

 
Lisa 

- Like Tom, in 2021 Lisa is agnostic.  Willing to work on any important 
issues. 



- Because she is continuing with her consulting, it works best for her to 
fill in where her skills are needed.  Not as a driver, but as a team 
member. 

- Lisa likes fundraising. 
- She would be happy to work as an adjunct to our teams 

 
Sylvie 

- Sylvie is interested in looking at ways to help reduce the wedge 
between people. Race Class Narrative explores why the working 
class, black and white, are at odds when they have the same needs.  
She is researching this and listening to related podcasts. 

- In 2021 Sylvie will continue to shelter till the vaccine is available.   
- She is still pumped up – and is afraid with Biden in office that people 

will lose energy to win in 2022.  We must stay focused. 
- One approach would be to select a focus state for the 2022 midterms. 

 
Karla 

- Karla has some little health issues she would like to attend to in 2021. 
- While she hasn’t thought out clearly her personal political goals, she 

would like to focus on 
- Strengthening Democracy 
- Reducing the Power of the Presidency 
- Transparent/Clean Money 
- Understanding ‘Trumpism’ and Radical Rightists 

 
Kjirste 

- Last year activism and electoral stuff dominated Kjirste’s time. 
Since August it seems it was all she was doing. It was rewarding. She 
learned a lot and feels like she can run a text campaign. 
But in some ways this feels like a four year detour. 

- For 2021Kjirste would like to get back to what she wants to do. She 
wants to continue this work, but not at same level. She needs other 
things in her life. 

- The GA ground game is a good model. It would be good to find local 
Central Valley groups or people that can do Stacy Abrams’ type work 

- Support and advocate for voter rights in federal legislation 
- Focus on State Legislature work on use of A.I. and Clean Money 

 



Stephanie 
- Made a lot of goals across parts of her life at the beginning of 2020 

and only achieved a couple of them. Politics and COVID distracted 
her. She wants to get back to her goals. 

- Made commitment to health, but needs to grow it 
- Increased commitment to political action, especially fundraising, this 

year 
- Feel like many activities she joined were inefficient and she doesn’t 

want to repeat last year’s mistakes 
- For 2021, she will think more deeply and do more research before 

making final decisions about where she will commit her resources so 
she can be efficient, effective, judicious 

- We need to vet groups, people, organizations, processes before she 
commits. We need an evaluative process (which seems scarce in 
campaigns) 

- Clean Money 
- State legislation 
- Environment 
- Journalism Integrity 
- Stephanie wants to better understand what motivates people to 

participate or not in politics and to be relational 
- She would like to reach out to our group’s passive members to see 

if/how we can meet their needs 
- Be a better neighbor and friend 
- Explore how to support children 
- Be a connector of people to the right people to forward their agendas 

 
John 

- Personal - get through pandemic. John is old enough to get vaccine, 
but healthy enough to be at the bottom of the list for his age group, so 
it will take a while. 

- In 2021 John would like to help get good info to the public on the 
virus and how to stay safe. On 1/2/21 there was a Trump rally at the 
Town Square which violated several town ordinances (including 
physical confrontations). Of the roughly 75 people attending, 60-65 
were not wearing masks, putting the community at risk. John would 
like to push the community to enforce the state and county health 
mandates of mask wearing and physical distance when in public. 



- John would also like to be involved in national efforts to investigate 
criminal activity in the federal government over the last four years. It 
is time to reinforce the rule of law, get them into jail or it will happen 
again. What we have seen is a template for how an autocrat can 
seize power 

- John wants to find ways to get good information to people and 
counter the widespread authoritarian misinformation and propaganda. 
This is a human problem. We need to help provide good information 
about the pandemic and about good governance; find ways to 
encourage good information flow. (e.g., letter writing campaign to 
news media outlets.) 

 
One issue/action you feel Electoral Advocacy should focus on? 
 

- Support voter registration organizations in the model of Stacey 
Abrams’ Fair Fight. (May want to focus on Asian groups.) Could 
involve fundraising. 
 

- Help the Central Valley do what they did in Georgia. (The Dolores 
Huerta Foundation may be a good option.) 
 

- Counteract voter suppression. 
 

- Involve Stacy Abrams in training others. 
 

- Work on the 2022 midterms. Choose a state in which we could flip 
the State House and Senate. Be  patient and work on one place. 
 

- Focus on the Youth Vote: Registering and GOTV.  Perhaps work with 
our local teens – Anjali and others. Understand the priorities of youth 
so we can engage others. 
 

- Focus on understanding and supporting Voter Rights Legislation. 
 

- Support Sister District Project.  Define our partnership. Will know 
more about plans after June. SDP will research and partner with 
other organizations to support their work in 2021. 
 



- Build our bench of newly elected leaders and activists.  Cadam.  
 

- More fully engage and develop the TWW/Indivisible Los Gatos 
membership. 

 
- Keep focus on flippable states, and on fighting voter suppression in 

those states: FL, TX, NC, Iowa, etc. 
 

- Find ways to communicate with Trump supporters. 
 

- Look at long-game strategies.  
 


