
TogetherWW LosGatos <tww.losgatos@gmail.com>

TWW post A Party of Action
1 message

Albright Karla M. <kmalbright@gmail.com> Sat, Jun 30, 2018 at 12:07 AM
To: "Karla M. Albright" <kmalbright@gmail.com>

HI all,

It has been a tough week with the announcement of Kennedy’s retirement. Check out Dr T’Chanda Prescod-
Weinstein’s twitter thread for some encouragement.

Here's the link to the rolled up thread: https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1012045176389300225.html

Here is the link to the thread in Twitter: https://twitter.com/IBJIYONGI/status/1012045176389300225
(Note, you do not need to have a Twitter account to read Twitter posts.)

Per Kjirste: "Congress and the Courts will eventually follow the lead of the people, so we the people need
to make our opinions known in any way that is open to us. We cannot expect the changes we want to see
to happen immediately, we have to be prepared for a long stretch of struggle.  Read that thread, read John
Lewis' graphic novel March (it's a set of three books, I can lend it), read MLK, read the thoughts of people
who have led long struggles.  Read works by the authors Angela Davis and Rebecca Solnit."

Do not lose faith, we are part of a movement and movements eventually win and the Supreme court
follows suit. But we need to keep up the fight, stay vigilant and stay loud.

A Party of Action: Those of us who attended the Party of Action night found it satisfying to be able to take action.
A big thank you to Elizabeth who set up our very interesting and inspiring skype session with Kristen Seale, our
Sister District candidate in PA. She is so positive and said that her strength was listening to people. WOW what a
wonderful attitude for a politician.

Many people went to several stations:

1. Website: Tom got excellent and consistent feedback on the website development. If any of you know
someone who wants to take a piece of the website, please contact Tom.

2. Fundraising: Marsha got a lot of great input, direction and volunteers for our next fundraiser. Stay
tuned- August 12 from 2-4, A garden party.

3. Judicial letters: Everyone was impressed with Herd on the Hill’s website. SOOOOO easy.
4. Texting: We had technical troubles and hope to be able to offer a functioning opportunity next time.
5. Postcards- So fun, We were able to more effectively tailor the script because of the skype session and

we generated a bunch of postcards. Wahoo.

It was a fun evening of production and community and we will be doing this the fourth week of every month until
further notice.

Meeting Schedule:

July 8  Ted Selker on Voting Technology   6:45pm at Karla’s

July 25  A Party of Action 6:30 pm at Kjirste’s
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 #1Action : Put Families Back Together

Deadline: when all families are reunited - The good news: a federal
judge granted a preliminary injunction in a class action brought by the
ACLU, halting the family separation policy and ordering agencies to
quickly reunify families separated as a result of Trump’s zero-tolerance
policy. The bad news: the administration still has no plan to reunite
families and there are many other troubling questions. Read our
article for more info and to find out four ways you can help: 

(1) SHOW UP and raise your voice; 
(2) tell our Members of Congress to TAKE ACTION; 
(3) donate & help organizations; and 
(4) know the facts & spread the word.

Aug 8 Ann Ravel - Retired FEC6:45 pm at Karla’s 

Aug 22 A Party of Action 6:30 pm at Kjirste’s

Other special dates:

July 6  Postcard writing and dinner 5-8pm at Dimity’s    21781 Virdel Dr, LG

July 8  Michael McFaul (former Russian Ambassador) 2:30-4:30 at the DVC

July 20 Friday Action- Postcarding 9 am- noon  at Jandy's

July 25 Sister District Fundraiser TBD in SF

July 28 Adam Schiff 1:00-3:00pm at the DVC

Aug 12 Mi Familia Vota Fundraiser 2-4:00pm  in Karla’s garden

IMMIGRATION: 

 Thank you to those who are participating in the Keep Families together Rally Saturday.
  Please consider attending one of the rallies this weekend, there are several nearby. 

https://act.moveon.org/event/families-belong-together_attend1/search/

- How to search for locations of migrant shelters near you:

https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/migrant-shelters-near-you
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#2 ACTION: Demand Justice — Block SCOTUS

Deadline: ASAP & ongoing - We will not let the GOP add insult to injury by stealing a
second Supreme Court seat. Justice Kennedy's retirement leaves a calamitous
vacancy that puts major decisions at risk for generations. The people on Trump's
nomination wish list oppose all we hold dear: reproductive rights, LGBTQ equality, the
environment, voting rights, and more. This is a fight for our lives. Democratic senators
are fired up and so are we! From now on, we follow the McConnell rule: NO
appointments before an election. Thank our senators and tell everyone you know in
other states to push their senators to stand firm. We demand justice and you must too.
This is hair on fire and all hands on deck - everyone must care about the courts,
because votes matter. Check for updates here.

- A deeper dig into the laws regarding immigration:

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2018/6/21/1774063/-The-Immigration-Law-No-One-Is-Talking-
About?detail=emaildkre

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1158

Per Kelly Rafferty: " I agree with John that the UN treaty has no teeth for enforcement. Here are a couple of
links that have decent overviews.

 Most interesting to me is the interplay between U.S.domestic law (constitutional) and international
law standards for refugees.  In the end, it is our constitutional law that can most help asylum
seekers in the US, in my view, because as we know, this administration will not hesitate to ignore or
throw out treaties and established norms whenever it sees fit (Paris accord, TPP, etc.)

I especially like this  Human Rights Watch article.  It discusses the constitutional aspects of
immigration law in a straightforward way.  https://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports98/us-immig/
Ins989-04.htm#P468_81839

I like this short immigration council article for its brief overview of the actual process of rights that
occur when a person asks for asylum, and how that differs based on where and when aa person
makes that request.  https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states

Finally, if you want to dive deeper, is a law review article which discusses (in a way that is
accessible to non-lawyers interested in these topics) the interplay between asylum laws and U.S.
constitutional law.   http://scholarship.law.marquette.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5304&
context=mulr
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What to say:

My name is ___, my zip code is ___ and I'm a member of TWW/Indivisible Los
Gatos. I'm calling about the Supreme Court vacancy. Republicans created the
“McConnell Rule” by not allowing President Obama's Supreme Court nominee to
be voted on before the elections. They must play by the same rules. Please tell
the Senator to do everything possible to prevent any nomination from being
considered before the November elections. I'm grateful to the Senator for all her
work protecting our rights; we need the Supreme Court in order not to lose those
rights. 

3. Technology:

A.  Right now, some of the largest technology companies in the world are
engaged in the ultimate hypocrisy: their CEOs are speaking out, saying they support
human rights, while they’re quietly building and selling technology that the government is
using to violate them.

Despite growing cross-partisan outcry over the government crackdown on immigrant
families, behind our back many of these companies have major contracts with
agencies like ICE:

Microsoft’s contract with ICE is $19.4 million, to provide dangerous and invasive
facial recognition software
Dell’s contract is $22 million
Motorola’s contract is $15 million
Hewlett Packard Enterprises’ is $76 million
Salesforce has a contract with Border Patrol to make border activities “more
efficient”2

SIGN THE PETITION: Tell tech companies to stop profiting from children’s
suffering and cut ties with ICE and Border Patrol now.

B. Microsoft specific:

Detaining and separating families at the border isn’t just horrific – for some tech
companies, it’s profitable.

Microsoft is one of those companies. They sell Azure, a cloud computing service
that does everything from file storage to facial recognition, to ICE and make millions
– $19.4 million to be exact – off of ICE’s deportation machine.

Tell Microsoft to divest from ICE immediately and to quit profiting off of
deportation-industrial complex.

When the news hit that families were being separated at the border, and children were
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being held alone in cages at secret ICE facilities, Microsoft was quick to walk back
their role in equipping ICE with technology. But make no mistake, they touted that their
Azure service was “mission critical” to ICE’s operations.1

Now Microsoft wants to distance themselves from ICE’s cruel detention
policies, but that’s hard to do when they’re making millions off of Trump's
inhumane immigration crisis.

If Microsoft is truly morally outraged2 by ICE’s actions, they’ll walk the walk and cancel
their contract with the agency and stop profiting on deportations. Tell Microsoft to
divest from ICE immediately.

C. Good Tech news: Tech company employees are mobilizing to fight the
regime

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2018/06/22/amazon-employees-demand-company-cut-
ties-with-ice/?utm_term=.2a5d0fa560a5&wpisrc=nl_most&wpmm=1

Karla Albright (408-666-6426), Kjirste Morrell, Ann Ortmeyer

Calendar (please request an invite)
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/render?mode=day&date=20170401T020224&pli=1#main_7%7Cmonth

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TWWLosGatos/?ref=bookmarks

Lending Library

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fZU3zFpYgDwIIs7HRHVmGEJ6RyirwpV8zPk5BmFP7kA/edit?usp=
sharing

Monthly Meetings 
6:45pm 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
(Check FB or minutes for location)

If you want removed from this mailing list just let us know.

GOOD NEWS:
Per The Rising:

"The Times-Picayune kept working while Katrina destroyed their homes. WDBJ didn't
stop working when two of its reporters were murdered on air. KHOU 11 kept filming as
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their offices flooded during Harvey. The Capital Gazette will put out a paper tonight.
You cannot stop us." @Kyle_Feldscher 
Hundreds of women chanting “We Care! We Care!” were arrested yesterday in
Washington D.C. for protesting against trump’s horrid treatment of immigrants. AJ+
On Tuesday, a federal judge in California ordered that all families separated at the
border be reunited within 30 days. New York Times
A plan to build an immigrant detention center in Concord, CA is not moving
forward. ABC News
A mother from Guatemala sued the trump administration to get her 7-year-old son
back -- last Friday, the two were reunited. WITW
28-year-old Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez won her primary for New York's 14th
Congressional District -- when she wins, she will become the youngest woman in
Congress. NowThis
Progressives are coming for Rhode Island's anti-abortion Democrats. Axios
According to a new poll, 67% of voters do not want Roe v. Wade overturned. New York
Magazine
The DNC's Rules and Bylaws Committee voted to block officeholders, DNC members,
and other party dignitaries from casting decisive votes on the first ballot of presidential
nominating conventions. NPR
On Tuesday, a federal court ruled that the Virginia House of Delegates violated the U.S.
Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause and ordered a new redistricting plan by Oct.
30. Richmond-Times Dispatch
 “Vote against the GOP this November.” -Conservative columnist George Will
The Supreme Court ruled on Friday that police must obtain a search warrant to access
an individual's cellphone location information. NPR
The FDA has approved a prescription cannabis-based medicine to treat severe forms of
epilepsy. Los Angeles Times
South Fulton, Georgia's criminal justice system is led entirely by black women. CNN
An unexpectedly fast rate of rising earth in a region of Antarctica may increase the
stability of the West Antarctic Ice Sheet. Quartz
Pope Francis will be hosting environmental leaders, researchers and activists next
week at the Vatican to advocate for more aggressive action on climate change. Axios
Supervisor Malia Cohen was unanimously elected president of the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors replacing Mayor-elect London Breed. San Francisco Chronicle
Check out these beautiful snapshots from San Francisco Pride. The Advocate
Last week, the New York Philharmonic performed works by two 11-year-old composers
Camryn Cowan and Jordan Millar.  New York Times
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