
Jim Beall Office Meeting 
 

3/11/2019, 10AM 
Attending: 
OCI 
TWW/Indivisible LG 
Beall staff: Jonathan Perez 
Erin’s notes 
Kjirste’s notes 
 
Meeting goals: Congratulate Beall on his great Courage Score (see below), learn about what 
bills he’s working on, present the Indivisible top 10 priority bills,  
OCI: present our concerns on housing/environment (top two OCI concerns as per last FB poll) 
TWW/indiv LG: voting and criminal justice reform bill letters 
 
Background:  

● Beall’s committees:  
○ Committee on Transportation and Housing  
○ Committee on Appropriations 
○ Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review 
○ Budget Subcommittee on Corrections, Public Safety, and the Judiciary 
○ Committee on Governance and Finance 
○ Joint Legislative Audit Committee 
○ Committee on Health 

● “State Sen. Jim Beall Renews Focus on Mental Health, Housing During Final Two Years 
in Office”  

○ https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2019/03/01/state-sen-jim-beall-renews-focus-on-
mental-health-housing-for-his-final-two-years-in-office/ 

 
Beall Courage Score: 96! 
“Courage Scores grade California state legislators on their political courage, revealing how well 
they stand up for their constituents over corporate lobbyists that exploit Californians, particularly 
the poor, disadvantaged, or communities of color.” 
https://www.couragescore.org/people/jim-beall/ 
 
This year’s courage score bills: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dsx3gwdLFOmuqIayGHF_cyMM3bmY6b3jUPzhEB2MAI
E/edit 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KN4NfJArmuLIDFndOxci3E2ktzPHMZN9kOA2svLzcDk/e
dit 
 
  

http://stran.senate.ca.gov/
http://sapro.senate.ca.gov/
http://sbud.senate.ca.gov/
http://sbud.senate.ca.gov/subcommittee5
http://sgf.senate.ca.gov/
http://shea.senate.ca.gov/
http://shea.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.couragescore.org/people/jim-beall/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dsx3gwdLFOmuqIayGHF_cyMM3bmY6b3jUPzhEB2MAIE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dsx3gwdLFOmuqIayGHF_cyMM3bmY6b3jUPzhEB2MAIE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KN4NfJArmuLIDFndOxci3E2ktzPHMZN9kOA2svLzcDk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KN4NfJArmuLIDFndOxci3E2ktzPHMZN9kOA2svLzcDk/edit


Housing:  
What Beall is doing:  

● https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2019/03/01/state-sen-jim-beall-renews-focus-on-mental-
health-housing-for-his-final-two-years-in-office/ 

● Supporting students petition to SJSU to help house homeless student population 
● “Four of the 10 bills Beall introduced to date in 2019 involve housing and finding ways to 

address the critical supply shortfall while encouraging production of transit-linked and 
below-market-rate units.”  

● ‘“There are two main approaches to housing,” Beall says. “You can build a lot so that 
someday people at the lower income levels will have their costs reduced because there’s 
a lot of housing. That’s called filtering. The other way is to say that we should build a lot 
more housing, but you can’t rely on the home building community to do anything but 
respect their own profit motivations. … Building more housing is good, I think, it does 
relieve the pressure. At the same time, it should not prevent us from doing good planning 
in our communities.”’ 

● SB 4: spur new housing by transit and job centers by cutting through some local red 
tape, “while acknowledging relevant differences among communities.” 

● SB 6 would create an inventory of state and local government land for prospective 
housing development.  

● SB 9 aims to boost affordable housing revenue by extending a tax credit set to expire at 
the end of the year. 

● SB 5: 
https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2018/12/10/redevelopment-2-0-state-sens-jim-beall-mike
-mcguire-push-new-affordable-housing-bill/ 

○ aim to replace the controversial tax-increment mechanism with something more 
sustainable and with a stronger emphasis on affordable housing.  

○ Redevelopment 2.0 emphasizes the affordable-housing component over 
economic development, which lawmakers say will be a hedge against the sorts of 
corruptions of the RDA model that led to big-box build-outs under the old 
redevelopment regime. And the bill includes a threshold requirement that at least 
50 percent of funds sent to localities are used for the development of affordable 
housing. 

○ bill will also support transit-oriented development and build adaptive 
infrastructure to cope with sea-level rise. It would also provide rigorous state 
oversight and, according to a news release about the bill, “taxpayer protections to 
ensure that affordable housing construction occurs quickly and local 
governments are accountable for the expenditure of funds.” 

○ Beall aims for this to be an investment in affordable housing and community 
development 

○ Gives funding to localities, funding backfill from state so localities don’t have to 
take housing money from schools, etc 

○ Aims to account for rural needs as well 

https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2019/03/01/state-sen-jim-beall-renews-focus-on-mental-health-housing-for-his-final-two-years-in-office/
https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2019/03/01/state-sen-jim-beall-renews-focus-on-mental-health-housing-for-his-final-two-years-in-office/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB6
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB9
https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2018/12/10/redevelopment-2-0-state-sens-jim-beall-mike-mcguire-push-new-affordable-housing-bill/
https://www.sanjoseinside.com/2018/12/10/redevelopment-2-0-state-sens-jim-beall-mike-mcguire-push-new-affordable-housing-bill/


○ SB 5 – This brings back the funding that was in redevelopment authorities, 
without bringing back the RDAs (which had problems). Beall and the co-author 
held hearings around the state.  This is his most important bill this year. 

 
 

From Courage report bills for this year: 
● General housing notes: 

○ California is home to some of the most expensive places to live in the United 
States with six of the nation’s 11 most expensive large metropolitan rental 
markets according to a 2018 report by the Public Policy Institute of California. 

○ According to a report by the Department of Housing and Community 
Development, approximately 82 percent of renter households are considered 
“burdened” because they spend 30 percent to 50 percent of their annual income 
on rent, with some spending more than 50 percent. 

○ In the last two decades, rents in California have increased an astounding 60 
percent. 

○ Housing affordability is a leading cause of the dramatic increase in homelessness 
in California which now has approximately 134,000 people living on the streets 
constituting 25 percent of the nation’s homeless. 

● AB 36 - Rent Control - Housing 
○ Aimed at stabilizing rental prices in California and increasing the availability of 

affordable rental housing. Author: Bloom 
○ AB 36 will help fight the state's housing crisis by stabilizing and slowing the 

widening differences in rental housing costs across California. It will reform the 
current Costa Hawkins state law, originally passed in 1995, that precludes 
communities from updating their rent stabilization ordinances and adopting even 
modest alternative approaches that evenhandedly address concerns raised by 
both owners and tenants. 

● AB 1482 - Anti-Rent Gouging - Housing 
○ Sets a cap on rent increases to prevent rent gouging. Author: Chiu 

● Jonathan is asking about Beall’s position on these bills in more detail, follow up 
● SB 50 - Beall wants more amendments to make sure vulnerable communities are not 

displaced and upzoning is concentrated and expanded around existing transit hot spots. 
Also wants more provisions for affordable housing and prevention of tenant 
displacement 

● He does not think that just increasing the amount of housing is sufficient. Need local 
control consideration, to protect tenants, and not displace people. 

● Sandy Perry – good info source on what to look for in an affordable housing bill 
 
Community Land Trust 

● SB 196 – ensure tax breaks for communities that want to help affordable 
housing. 

 



Responses on OCI Housing and Environment priorities: 
● Housing: AB 36, AB 1482 – not sure yet 
● Environment: AB 1276, SB 200 – not sure yet.  
● He likes to incorporate environmental improvements in other bills, for example SB 5 

includes transit, infill, and sea-level rise. 
  



Environment 
General: 

● Public banking bill - will allow state to divest from banks that invest in dirty money, fund 
green initiatives, etc 

 
 
From Courage report:  

● AB 1276 - Green New Deal CA - Environment 
○ Enacts a Green New Deal in California. Author: Bonta 
○ We need bold, climate action now. 
○ A Green New Deal would fight the climate crisis at the scale that scientists say is 

necessary. It’s a plan that would transform our economy and society at the scale 
needed to stop the climate crisis. 

○ AB 1276 emphasizes: 
■ Dramatically expanding renewables to reach 100% carbon neutrality 
■ Upgrading residential and industrial buildings for energy efficiency 
■ Eliminating emissions from agriculture and transportation 
■ Becoming a leader in green technology 
■ Ensuring a job guarantee during the transition 
■ A just transition for front-line communities impacted by climate change 
■ Mitigating deeply entrenched racial, regional, and gender-based 

inequalities in income and wealth 
● SB 200 / AB 217 - Safe Drinking Water 

○ Establishes a Safe Drinking Water Fund to provide a stable source of funding to 
secure access to safe drinking water for all Californians. Author: Monning 

○ Close to one million Californians, particularly those living in small disadvantaged 
communities, may be exposed to unsafe drinking water in their homes and 
schools, which impacts human health, household costs, and community 
economic development. 

○ A significant number of California residents rely on state small water systems and 
domestic wells, which face a serious threat of contamination.  

○ It is in the interest of all Californians to secure access to safe drinking water for 
all Californians, while also ensuring the long-term sustainability of drinking water 
service and infrastructure. 

● Jonathan will get us more detailed position on the bills (follow up), Beall generally 
supportive 
 

Mental Health  
● SB 10 & SB 11 – Mental health bills that made it to Brown’s desk last year but 

were vetoed. SB 10 brings CA in line with standards that 48 states already have 
regarding certification.  SB 11 removes barriers to mental health access. 

● SB 12 – fund youth centers for mental health access in community for those who 
cannot access at school for any reason. 



s in community for those who cannot access at school for any reason. 
 
 
Discussion of SB 230 and attempts to reform the use of force policy in CA: 

● We gave reasons to oppose and reasons to prefer AB 392. 
● There could be revisions and the bills could be brought in line with AB 392 
● They will keep an eye on it. 
● Regarding police use of force, Beall is in favor of training. 
● California police use of force law dates back to Wild West  (this is wild, wonder if I 

can find info) 
 
General notes: 

● Beall’s priorities remain housing and mental health, though he is also strong on 
environmental issues. 

● Beall does not like “blanket” bills that much and prefers bills that are more targeted and 
have a better chance of passing. (Example of SB 827 vs AB 2923 last year) 

● OCI is considering having an event at OCI with multiple state legislators this summer. 


