
 

TWW-LG Minutes 8/8/18 

Intro & General comments      Karla 7:00 

Welcome any new members. Thank Michelle and Cecil for snacks. 

Yay, lots of turnout for elections, but we have to keep working. Let’s focus 
our energies on getting out the vote and the last weekend of this election 
cycle. 

Upcoming Schedule:        7:03 

 Aug 12  Mi Familia Vota Fundraiser 

Aug 15  Whitney Modern special art reception 7:30 pm 

 Aug 16  Postcard writing and dinner 5-8 – Dimity 

 Aug 17  Friday Action 9-12 

 Aug 22  Meeting - A Party of Action  

 Aug 31  Postcard writing and dinner 5-8 – Dimity 

 Sept 8  Blue Wave Nor Cal (training at DVC) 

 Sept 12  Meeting - White Privilege by SURJ 

 Sept 22  DVC sponsored Michael McFaul 

 Sept 25  Book Club -  

 Sept 26  Meeting - A Party of Action  

 
Book Club 

 How Democracies Die 

 Sept 25, Tuesday 7:00 pm at Tina’s home   

 
Postcarding: 

1. Friday Action  



 Friday, Aug 17 9-noon  

Jandy's house, 4997 Bel Escou Dr, SJ  

2. Thursday August 16, 5-8 pm, bring a pot luck dish to share 
3. Friday August 31, 5-8 pm, bring a pot luck dish to share.  

  Location is 21781 Virdelle Dr., Los Gatos.  
(Just off of Summit Rd & Hwy 17). 

 
  RSVP: Dimity at dimitydm@gmail.com, or 

  Shannon at shannonedwards14@gmail.com 
 
 

Letter to the local mayors re: Families Belong Together  
          Sue 7:13 

Sue endorsed a letter that 18 mayors had signed after visiting the 
detention centers in Texas, asking for transparency in reunification and for 
legislation preventing this happening again. She sent this letter to LG, 
Monte Sereno, Campbell and Saratoga, two mayors responded. She 
would like to have someone go with her to meet with the mayors and get 
signatures or similar letter sent. Looking for others to come with. 

Web site update        Tom 7:15 

Will be sending out plea for information soon, template is done. 

Revised Mission statement     Stephanie 7:16 

Presented the new mission statement, got a show of hands.  Send an 
email to Karla if have any suggestions or comments. 

(Mission statement is attached) 

MOCs: 
Harris       Hsaio-in 7:19 

 Sen. Kamala Harris is set to release a new book about her life and her prescriptions for the 
country, the latest in a series of steps that signal a possible 2020 presidential run. 
The California Democrat's book, titled "The Truths We Hold: An American Journey," is scheduled to 
be published by Penguin Press on January 9. That's a little more than a year from the Iowa caucuses 
and within the time window that presidential candidates have historically launched their campaigns. 
 
Action group reports:         
      



1. Election Advocacy   
   
 A. Fundraising      Marsha 7:20 
 

Fundraiser for Mi Familia Vota this Sunday, at Karla’s house.  
Money raised will go toward their commitment to register 2000 
new voters in CA. They are trying to register 200,000 new voters 
nationwide.  We are running a little shy of our goals on number of 
attendees and donations. Please spread the word and have 
friends and family donate.  

 
 B. Sister Districts        Tom 7:28 

Faith Winter fundraiser in SF raised $5500 
Another event July 30 for Kristin Seale ($8500) 
Tea for Tammy Story – Sept 8 3-5 pm 
Kristin Seale at Tom’s house on Sept 22 (5-7) 

 
 C. Canvassing      Debbie 7:31 

Spreadsheet on the Electoral Advocacy website to sign up for 
canvassing.  TJ Cox canvassing on Aug 18-19. There is something 
happening just about every day. At least sign up to canvass the last 
weekend. 

 
2. Women’s Rights       Liz  7:38 
  

 

We are grateful for fierce friends and allies like you.  
Because of the work of CA Planned Parenthood supporters, we were able to 
submit over 81,888 #NoGagRule comments to the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services these past few weeks. And nationally, we submitted 
over 400,000 comments and submitted dozens of op-eds and letters-to-the-
editor denouncing Trump’s draconian proposal to destroy access to family 
planning, STI testing and treatment, birth control and cancer screenings for 
millions of us.  
Due to the sheer volume of submissions, HHS is still going through and 
reading each and every one of our stories. Everything you wrote, all your 
comments, and memories you shared will stare this administration in the 
face. And they will legally have to respond to us.  

  

 
 
Speaker:  Ann Ravel        7:40 
 



Ann Ravel, Senior Fellow, works on MapLight’s Digital Deception project, leading 
the development and promotion of policies that tackle online disinformation in 
politics. She served on the Federal Election Commission from 2013 to 2017, holding 
the roles of vice chair and chair. Ann previously chaired the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission, acted as a Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the United 
States Department of Justice, and served as Santa Clara County Counsel for over a 
decade. In 2014, she was named a California Attorney of the Year by California 
Lawyer magazine, and in 2007, the State Bar of California named her Public Attorney 
of the Year. Ann received her B.A. from the University of California, Berkeley and 
her J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law. 

 
(The following is paraphrased, apologies for errors or omissions.) 
 
Ann Ravel’s experience at the FEC is relevant to much of what we see in 
the Trump administration.  There is lots of money flooding into races and 
people are afraid that that they will be targeted. Kavanaugh is against 
disclosure, and things will change for the worse with him on the Supreme 
Court.   
 
The reason knowing who donates the money in politics is so important is 
that people can weigh who is behind the messages. And it gives the public 
the ability to see corruption and make complaints.  Getting rid of corruption 
relies on complaints from the public.   
 
Dark money in politics is responsible for the inequality in the country – 
(Gibbons?) discovered that federal laws never benefit the common 
person, they benefit the wealth and corporate interests. Millions of dollars 
were poured into Ryan’s campaign fund before the tax bill was voted on. 
Campaign finance is a gateway to all other issues. 
 

Federal Election Commission (FEC) dysfunction  
President Obama appointed Ann Ravel to the FEC.  There are 6 
members, three R and 3 D (one of these is actually I, but often votes with 
the D’s).  It took her a long time to figure out what was going on with the 
dynamics on the FEC. All 3 R’s on the board were appointed at the same 
time.  At that time, Don McGahn (current WH counsel) went to McConnell 
and asked him to appoint people (incuding McGahn) and guaranteed that 
all 3 would vote in lockstep. McConnell did this, and since then every case 
that is of importance to protect the American public has split 3/3. 
Sometimes the complainants will appeal, but this tends not to go 
anywhere. The Republican’s on the FEC won’t even vote to investigate.  
After awhile it became clear to Ravel that this would happen throughout 
federal government after McGahn was appointed WH Counsel, that this 
mode of operation would spread through all the agencies.  With respect 
for the FEC, this is really a bad thing for the American public because 
everyone knows that there is no reason to comply with campaign laws.   



 
Essentially what they are hoping for is the total disintegration of the 
regulatory state, certainly with respect to campaign finance laws.  This 
attitude isn’t restricted to Republicans.  When she went to DC, she met 
with Bob Bauer (D), and said that at least she might be able to do 
something about transparency.  His response was, “No one cares.” He 
was also anti-regulatory.  But the regulations are there to protect the 
electoral process. 
 

Political advertising on the Internet  
Early in 2014, when she was the vice chair, a case arose where a 501c 
group was advertising on Youtube.  If you saw it the same ad on TV, there 
would be a disclaimer, but since it was on the Internet, the group did not 
include a disclaimer.  The laws about advertising on the Internet are very 
weak or nonexistent. Ravel wanted them to look into doing something to 
address shortcoming; one of the R’s went on Fox news and said that she 
was trying to censor the Internet. As a result, she got piles of death threats 
and misogynist emails.  That taught her something important, because 
that was the precursor to what is going on now since it is still unregulated.  
Congress has failed to pass any laws that cover what happens on the 
Internet, which gave rise to the ability of the Russians to influence our 
elections. 
 
We worry about voter suppression, but this is all voter suppression.  The 
microtargeting … read what the British government has published about 
Cambridge Analytica and the use of Facebook data in Brexit. On 
Facebook, they can geotarget as well as microtarget. 
(July 29, 2018 UK Committee on Fake news interim report 
an article about the report: Washington Post: British Fake News 
Committee Says Democracy is Facing a Crisis) 
 
Young Mie Kim scraped Facebook conversations – racist, misogynistic 
ads focused in swing states.  The result of this is that people are left out of 
the conversation and especially minorities are left out.  Civic engagement, 
not just registering and getting people to vote, is so important. 
(An article on Young Mie Kim’s findings: Russian Facebook ads targeted 
US voters before 2016 election  
Some sites to explore: https://fathom.info/fakebook/  
An interesting article – microtargeting a politician: Facebook ad 
Microtargeting can Manipulate Individual Politicians) 
 
Internet regulation of political ads:  Amy Klobuchar and Mark Warner and 
McCain have a bill requiring disclosure, but it seems to be languishing.  
There are many people in Congress who care about these issues (not so 
much in Silicon Valley) but we need to step up our communications with 
people.   



 
Civic Engagement  

Ann Ravel has started working with a group here in San Jose called 
Somos Mayfair that started out working with moms at schools, getting 
them library books.  Fathers took books around to everybody.  Then 
Somos Mayfair employed mothers at the group to work as emissaries to 
other groups.  The group has turned into a political force in the Alum Rock 
School District. (The board members are under investigation in that 
district.) The parents have organized and have gone to the board 
meetings and get up and speak. They’ve had a demonstration… That’s 
the beginning – getting people to feel like they have some power and 
agency, that it is meaningful for them to go out and vote.  There has to be 
some connection to their lives. 
 

Dark Money film  
Dark Money takes place in Montana, the filmmaker is from Montana and 
the people affected were moderate Republicans who were being unseated 
by right wing Republicans.  The reason the film is so good is that the 
people are really plain spoken and it isn’t a partisan presentation. Some of 
the extreme divisiveness we see in politics is coming from the people who 
are putting lots of money in, and its easy for them to lie when there are no 
disclosure requirements.   
 

Q&A  
Lisa:  What’s the future of the FEC?  What can it do about the collusion? 
Ann: The good thing about campaign finance laws is that violating them 
can be criminal. 
 
Ann:  The problem with the FEC, which was established after Watergate 
(which was basically a campaign finance violation), is that nobody, not 
even the Democrats wanted something that had too much power. 
Presidents appoint commissioners, but …  Carter wanted to appoint, but 
Senate said they wouldn’t confirm, so it has evolved into something where 
the majority and minority leaders select who will be appointed.  It’s 
essentially political hacks.  It might get better if you had a commission of 
judges. Or maybe not. 
 
Another Don McGahn story (from before her time) – he was at a 
conference and said he didn’t follow the law as Congress enacted it, he 
pleads guilty to that. 
 
John: Any way for a state attorney general to bring charges (say if Mueller 
finds something)? 
Ann: She thinks they probably can’t if it’s a violation of federal law.  The 
FEC has oversight over the President, Senate & Congress… 
 



Stephanie: Some people feel too busy to study the candidates or the 
issues.  On the ground, how do we counter that?  What’s your opinion on 
mandatory voting – is it good or bad? 
Ann: Her family is from Brazil, where they have mandatory voting, and of 
course there is a lot of corruption there.  The people are much more 
thoughtful about what is going on in politics.  Because they have to vote, 
they inform themselves. When people are so busy, that’s why it is 
important to have disclosure, so that you can see who else is supporting a 
candidate or a side of an issue. “People don’t like to be duped.”  
 
Perhaps a holiday for voting?  
 
Sue: Comment that it is difficult for many people to vote 
General: Discussion on difficulty voting. 
Ann: In Puerto Rico – they have 86% voting in the primaries, even though 
they are unable to vote in the general election for President. 
Jane Hiatt: Her mom was able to vote at the grocery story (in Austin) 
Ann: She is critical of Padilla, because there are things that could be done 
to get people more engaged, and to tell people how to vote – the 
mechanics of the process.   
Julie: (teaches in Alum Rock) At her elementary school they have a 
Spanish advocate who is the go between for the teachers and parents, 
extended family. There is so much fear in her students and their families – 
it is like her school is in a different world.   
Marsha: Mi Familia Vota does that – they help teach the mechanics of 
voting. 
 
John: Is there institutional resistance to paper ballots? 
Ann: There has been, but there is such a strong movement to go to paper 
backups and paper ballots recently. In a couple of the swing states where 
the votes were so close, there were paper trails.  For some reason, Mark 
Elias decided that Hillary’s campaign shouldn’t ask for a recount. That was 
a bad decision because we know the machines were hacked, and we 
know they were hacked in the primary. Folks at Verified Voting were 
certain that the machines were hacked.  
 
Kjirste: Tell me about the new project you are on, Digital Deception 
Ann: She got interested in the deceptive advertising going on when there 
was the porn star condom measure – they knew that there was foreign 
money going into that election. The group came to the FEC and she 
ended up writing a statement, “Would we want Putin to be interfering?” 
She is going to do the policy side, someone at Institute for the Future is 
good at bot stuff.. She thinks transparency is the best answer right now for 
dealing with disinformation – of $$ and who is behind it. 
 
Stephanie: How do you debunk disinformation? 



Ann: Government has a really important role in detecting who is behind 
these attempts. FBI and FinCEN – both have the ability and capability to 
detect this.   
 
Stephanie: but what is the bridge to the masses 
General: Discussion of communication methods 
( EU vs Disinformation website tracking false information put out by 
Russia – a site that does this for EU, focused only on Russia disinfo.) 
 
Kjirste: What can we do about these issues? 
Ann: Contact state and federal legislators and let them know that you 
would like them to prioritize transparency and reducing the impact of 
special interest money in elections.   
 
Also: SB 1001 – bill in the CA state legislature that would require labeling 
automated accounts (Bot Bill Moves Ahead but not without opposition) 
 
Dianne Feinstein introduced a bill on this as well. (Feinstein Bill would 
Regulate Social Media Bots Designed to Influence Elections ) 
 
Dark Money special screening in Saratoga on Sept 22 10-12:15 pm 
https://my.lwv.org/california/southwest-santa-clara-valley/event/free-screening-
documentary-dark-money 

 
General announcements     Anyone 8:40 
 

Next meeting:  8/22     A Party of Action at Kjirste’s 
 

 Bring:   
o laptop 
o Phone 
o stamps if you have some   
o something to share. 

 

 

 


