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Albright Karla M. <kmalbright@gmail.com> Tue, Jul 31, 2018 at 12:40 PM
To: "Karla M. Albright" <kmalbright@gmail.com>

Hi all,

We had a good turn out for a delightful evening of action- relaxing, nibbling, writing post cards and letters
to our MoCs. We also gave Tom feedback on our website development. Sneak peek- it looks GREAT.

Next meeting: 8/8/18 at Karla’s home at 110 Clover Way at 6:45
Featured speaker: Ann Ravel - recently retired from the FEC

1. FUNDRAISER- Our next big and very important event !!!

Wondering what you can do to make a difference…Here you go!!

Support Mi Familia Vota, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that works with the
Latino community and its allies to promote social

and economic justice through increased civic engagement. 

•         Register to attend our Fundraiser, Sunday, August 12 – 

bit.ly/garden-vota-web

•         Tell 5 friends about this event and ask them to come and/or donate.

•         Give what you can to enable Mi Familia Vota to register voters, engage
young people civically, and GOTV!!

**THESE ARE THE ACTIONS THAT MAKE A REAL IMPACT!**

2. Postcarding: Reaching through writing!
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A.  Friday Aug 3 9-noon

Jandy's house, 4997 Bel Escou Drive, SJ

Come meet us at the kitchen table with a pen and passion!

B. Thursday Aug 2  5-8pm  
    Thursday Aug 16 5-8pm  
    Friday Aug 31 5-8pm  

Dimity’s home - 21781 Virdelle Dr., Los Gatos.  (Upper Redwood Estates just off of
Summit Rd and Hwy 17).
         RSVP to dimitydm@gmail.com 

     Bring a pot luck appetizer or dish to share.

Come ready to write and have some good conversations to make sense out of the current
news!

3. Open School Board seats in Los Gatos and Saratoga:

As we have all heard since the election - it is important to run for an elected office and make sure
our democratic voice is at the table at all levels of government.
Our member, Robin Mano, has been an elected officer for the Los Gatos Satatoga High school
board. Her term expires this year and she is encouraging others to run for one of two school board
positions: Hurry there is a time limit.

There will be open seats on both the Los Gatos Union School Board and the Los Gatos
Saratoga High School School Board this fall.  The election is November 6.  This is a great
way to get involved with local politics and make a difference in our community.  If you are
interested in learning more, got the https://www.sccgov.org/sites/rov/Info/Nov2018info/
Documents/Candidate Guide - November 6 to check out the Santa Clara County Candidates
Guide.  The filing deadline is August 10, but will be extended to August 15 because there are
incumbents not running again.  If you have any questions about the process or want more
information about serving on a School Board, please call Robin Mano at 408-891-1768 or
email her at robinmano1@gmail.com

4. The 100-day countdown to the election starts this weekend!! ( From Indivisible
South Bay)
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The Democratic Volunteer Center and dozens of local activist groups are preparing for a fall Get-
Out-the-Vote effort like nothing we've ever seen.  And we're meeting Wednesday August 1st,
7:00-8:45 PM at the DVC, to talk about it.  We need you to attend this organizing meeting to help
us plan and publicize a series of events at the DVC (and at private homes in Palo Alto), most
already scheduled for August and early September.  

These events are the brainchild of members of Indivisible South Bay and the Democratic Volunteer
Center--many of whom are active in the NorCalBlueWave Alliance of electoral activist groups; but
they belong to the entire local activist community.  We need to drive hundreds of new volunteers
to the DVC and out to nearby red districts before the midterms, average people who, like us,
are desperately concerned about the situation in Washington.  We must do whatever it takes to
flip the House and Senate.  

Here are the events for which we need help:

--August 4th, 18th, 25th, 10 AM-12:30 PM:   Orientation Meetings at the DVC (informal events to
help new volunteers get started with electoral work)
--August 21st, 6:30-8:30 PM:  Orientation Meeting at the DVC (same as above)
--August 12th:  ISB general meeting - (same as the Orientation Meetings above, but with more
information about the Trump Administration's latest outrages)
--August 12th, 2:00 - 4:00 pm:  Mi Familia Vota fundraiser Garden party at Karla’s home (see
above)

4:30-6:30 same as above but at a Palo Alto home. 

--August 18th [TENTATIVE]:  Flip the 14 fundraiser, time TBD
--September 8th:  Resistathon and Get-Out-the-Vote Kickoff (an important region-wide, daylong
event, 11 AM to 5 PM, at the DVC, where we hope to draw major political celebrities to appear, and
we'd like to sign up at least 200 new volunteers)

Can you attend our planning meeting on August 1st, 7:00 PM?  And/or, other interested
folks from your group?  Please let us know.    lisaferino@gmail.com

Thanks so much for all that you're doing to give us reasons to celebrate on November 6th.

In solidarity,    Lisa Ferino and Eitan Fenson

5. Call to Action for the midterm elections - Canvassing and phonebanking (from Shir
Hadash)

This is a critical time for action as the midterm elections approach. Bend the Arc is focused
nationally to flip Congress. Locally, in CA10, Jeff Dehnam, the incumbent Republican is vulnerable.
Josh Harder, a gifted democratic challenger, is the strong opposing candidate.
YOU ARE NEEDED to partner with Swing Left in Tracy to get out the vote in November and to
lobby for change.
There are a series of canvassing trips to Tracy along with phone banking opportunities in these
pre-election months.

Canvassing: Sunday, Aug 5,  10:00 - 2:00 pm  in Tracy
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Carpooling: Meet at 8:30 am at Page Mill Road, Park and Ride ( At Page Mill and 280)

Training- will be on the spot and is included before going out to engage with residents. Great for
building activist skills.

RSVP:  Phil Spiegel philipspiegel@gmail.com or Shelly Lewis shellyj.lewis@gmail.com)

Additional canvassing dates:
September 2
October 7
November 4

6. Upcoming marches and Rallies:

August 26: NARAL National Day of Action to oppose SCOTUS nom Brett Kavanaugh. Info.
September 8, 10 AM: Rise for Climate, Jobs & Justice March. San Francisco. Info & RSVP.

7. Tahoe Summit:

For those who are able to travel to Tahoe on a weekday, please consider attending the Tahoe
Summit, August 7, 9 til noon, details and registration below. The event itself is free. The host this
year is Dean Heller, and we have it on very good authority that the "special guest" is none other
than *Lisa Murkowski*. This is an ideal opportunity to make some noise about SCOTUS! 

https://takecaretahoe.org/events/2018-lake-tahoe-summit/

You can extend your trip and extend your impact by joining Indivisible East Bay Aug 4-7 to help flip
Congress. They are planning, with a Reno Indivisible group as host, 3 days combining electoral
work (canvass and register voters) with recreation. On Tuesday 8/7 we'll attend the (free) Lake
Tahoe Summit, featuring all 4 senators from CA & NV. If you can come for all or part of the trip
please email info@IndivisibleEB.org for info on carpooling, housing, registration & more.

8. Actions:

A. Volunteer for The Last Weekend

We've marched. We've rallied. Now we're ready to give it everything we've got, on the last
weekend before the midterm elections. Study after study shows that the most effective way
to get people to vote is by having conversations with them in the four days before Election
Day (Saturday, November 3rd–Tuesday, November 6th). Each of us has the power to make
a big difference in a key race by talking to voters. Don't just vote this year—volunteer! Will
you be there when it matters? Swing Left
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Work on The Last Weekend starts NOW. Sign up, and Swing Left will be in touch with
things you can do between now and Election Day (November 6th, 2018).

B. Say No to a citizenship question on the 2020 Census

The U.S. Constitution requires a count of every person in the country every 10 years. This is
an enormously important undertaking. At stake in 2020 is fair political representation at every
level of government and the distribution of more than $800 billion a year in federal funds that
state and local leaders use to provide public goods like health care, education, housing, and
economic development. There’s only one chance in a decade to get the Census right. And
because so much rides on an accurate count, protecting the integrity of the Census has
traditionally been a nonpartisan commitment. Not anymore. The Census has become the
latest front in the Trump administration’s ongoing war on justice, fairness, and the rule of law
in America. This spring, after the Census Bureau spent nearly a decade carefully preparing
and testing questions to be included on the 2020 questionnaire, Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross caved to political pressure from Jeff Sessions’s Department of Justice. Overriding the
Census Bureau’s nonpartisan experts, Ross directed the bureau to include a question on
citizenship status in the Census form, without any time to test its wording or potential impact
on people’s willingness to complete the questionnaire. The Nation

Here’s where we, the people, come in: by flooding the Commerce Department with our
comments. The Commerce Department is soliciting public comments on the 2020
Census to help evaluate the quality of information the questionnaire will collect. That
means all of us can speak directly to the Trump administration about the critical need
for a fair and accurate census. Make your voice heard. The Commerce Department’s
comment period runs until August 7, and you can act now by going here.

C. Stop the threat of downloadable guns

Do-it-yourself, downloadable guns are incredibly dangerous. And a State Department special
exemption would allow a company run by a self-proclaimed anarchist to post its gun
blueprints online in the form of files that can be sent directly to a 3D printer to print guns on
demand. If the State Department provides this special exemption it would enable terrorists,
convicted felons, and domestic abusers to download schematics online and print their own
illegal and untraceable guns. Everytown for Gun Safety

Email Secretary of State Michael Pompeo NOW to urge him to STOP this special
exemption.

Help requested: 

I am always open to feedback on this email in an attempt to make it easier to read and absorb. 
Also if anyone has anything to suggest  in the way of content- please send it my way.

Let’s focus our energies on flipping Congress and taking meaningful and impactful action!!!!!
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Karla Albright (408-666-6426), Kjirste Morrell, Ann Ortmeyer

Calendar (please request an invite)
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/render?mode=day&date=20170401T020224&pli=1#main_7%7Cmonth

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TWWLosGatos/?ref=bookmarks

Lending Library

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fZU3zFpYgDwIIs7HRHVmGEJ6RyirwpV8zPk5BmFP7kA/edit?usp=
sharing

Monthly Meetings 
6:45pm 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
(Check FB or minutes for location)

If you want removed from this mailing list just let us know.

GOOD NEWS:

Per The Rising:

Thanks largely in part to the #GrabYourWallet campaign, Ivanka trump’s fashion brand has ceased
operations. Elle
Moved to run for Congress by her son’s fatal shooting, anti-gun violence activist Lucy McBath won
her primary on Tuesday in Georgia’s 6th Congressional District. Washington Post
A poll puts Democratic candidate Conor Lamb 13 points ahead of Republican Keith Rothfus in
Pennsylvania's 17th district -- shifting the race from "toss-up" to "lean Democratic." Axios
A new poll shows Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker (R) trailing his Democratic challenger Tony
Evers by double-digits. Politico
A federal judge has ruled that a lawsuit against the new citizenship question on the 2020 census
can move forward in court. NPR
On Wednesday, a federal judge said a lawsuit against trump that accuses him of violating the
Constitution’s foreign emoluments clauses can continue. New York Magazine
Four members of the Department of Homeland Security Advisory Council resigned last week in
protest of trump’s immigration policies, including Elizabeth Holtzman who told the agency’s head
Kirstjen Nielsen -- “Although it is I who am resigning in protest over these policies, it is you who
should be tendering your resignation instead.” Quartz
House Republicans have backed down from a threat to imminently force a House vote on
impeaching Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein. Vox
Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker (R) signed a bill today repealing an unenforced, 173-year-
old statewide ban on abortion. The Hill
United is donating flights to reunite children that have been separated from their immigrant
families. San Francisco Business Times
Advocates, service providers, and volunteers are stepping in as impromptu welcoming committees
for migrant families as they are released from detention centers. Vox
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Last Saturday, hundreds of young people from across the nation gathered in Washington D.C. for
the Youth Climate March. Teen Vogue
Massachusetts state Senator Barbara L’Italien used her unlikely appearance on a Fox News show
to call out trump directly for separating families at the border. Politico
The San Francisco Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to ban plastic straws and many other
non-recyclable plastic items. KGO-TV
The Walt Disney Co. has announced it will stop using single-use plastic straws and plastic stirrers
at all its locations by mid-2019. SFGate
YouTube has removed four hate speech videos by conspiracy theorist and InfoWars Host Alex
Jones. Reuters
Facebook has also temporarily banned Jones’ personal account for 30 days. Fast Company
The NFL is suspending its own recently adopted policy of fining or suspending players who don’t
stand for the national anthem, until further review. The Nation
BBC Newsnight Host Emily Maitlis interviewed Sean Spicer and did not hold back -- questioning
him on everything from the Access Hollywood tape to the actual size of trump's inauguration to the
reasoning behind the term "alternative facts." Vice
When 12-year-old Julianne Speyer heard a Fourth of July parade announcer using sexist
language, she decided to write a letter to the editor of her local paper to call him out -- "I feel it is an
insult to both girls and women of all ages…This kind of thing happens way too much and it is not
OK at all." Cleveland Scene
21-year-old Elin Ersson prevented the deportation of an Afghan asylum seeker from Sweden by
getting on his flight and refusing to sit down. The Guardian
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